Recognition of a Minister
from another Denomination
(Approved in its present form by the July 2013 Assembly Standing Committee)

The Service of Recognition
Following The Service of the Word, the chairperson of presbytery addresses the minister to be recognised:

NN,
the Synod of ...
has resolved to accept you as a minister of the Word/deacon
in the Uniting Church in Australia.
We are here to affirm and celebrate
your admission to the Uniting Church,
and to recognise you as a minister of the Word/deacon
in this Church.
You have already been ordained to the office and work
of a minister of the word and sacraments/deacon
in the Church of Jesus Christ.
Therefore, that we may know
that you desire, by God’s grace, to continue your ministry
within the Uniting Church in Australia,
we ask you these questions:
Do you confess anew Jesus Christ as Lord?
I do so confess.
Do you believe that you are truly called
by God and the Church
to the office and work of a minister of the Word/deacon?
I do so believe.
Do you embrace the faith and unity of the holy catholic and apostolic Church
as described in the Basis of Union?
I do.
In your life and work within the Uniting Church
will you be guided by its Basis of Union,
and will you submit yourself to the Church’s discipline?
With God’s help I will.
Learning from the Confessional Documents of the Uniting Church in Australia
will you diligently teach Christ’s people,
reminding them of the centrality of the person and work of Jesus Christ
and the grace which justifies them through faith?

With God’s help, I will.
Do you affirm and commit yourself to the covenant made between the
Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress and the Uniting Church
and accept the obligation to serve both First and Second peoples?
I do.
Will you strive for peace and unity
among all Christian people,
and especially among those whom you serve?
With God’s help, I will.

PRAYER
The people stand.
The minister kneels.
The chairperson of presbytery offers this prayer:

We praise you, eternal God,
because in your infinite goodness
you have given us your only Son Jesus Christ
to be the Saviour of the world,
the Shepherd of our souls and the Head of your Church.
We praise you because our risen and ascended Lord
has poured forth his gifts abundantly;
and has formed throughout the world
a holy people fit for your possession,
to participate in his ministry
and to fulfil your gracious purposes.
We give you thanks that you have called N
to be a minister of the Word/deacon in your Church.
And we pray that the Holy Spirit will endow him/her
with grace and power to fulfil this calling,
so that your people may be strengthened
and your holy name be glorified for ever;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

DECLARATION AND WELCOME
The minister stands and faces the people.
The chairperson declares:

In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the sovereign Head of the Church,
and by the authority of the Synod of ...
and the Presbytery of ...,
we now declare that NNN
is a minister of the Word/deacon

within the Uniting Church in Australia.
We welcome you as a colleague and friend
and offer you our love and our prayers
as you begin your ministry among us.
The people may applaud.
This may be followed by the singing of a doxology, e.g. Together in Song 768-775, or Australian Hymn Book,
573-577.
The people sit.

